Nicole 8th grade

W e   N e e d   O i l !
Does anyone realize how much America needs oil? ANWR, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, has oil underneath its icy surface. The issue on whether or not we should drill for oil in Alaska has been a big debate for a couple years now. I favor drilling because it makes sense to increase the available supply of oil products to consumers in the U.S., drilling would help Alaska’s economy, and it would help reduce our dependence on foreign oil.


American citizens need more oil; they use about 840 million gallons of oil each day! ANWR is estimated to have about 10 billion barrels of oil, which is 1.1 million barrels each day for 25 years. That’s about 6% of our total oil use and over 10% of our daily imports. The Energy Information Administration estimates in 20 years, America’s demand for oil is projected to increase by 33%, and while consumption increases, production will decrease. According to the Department of Interiors evaluation of ANWR’s Coastal Plain, there is a 95% chance there will be a “super field”” with 500 million barrels of oil. With the amount of oil Americans are using, and it will increase, it is obviously a good idea to drill for oil in ANWR.


If we drill for oil in the Alaskan area set aside for this project, it will greatly help Alaska’s economy. It will provide income for nearly three-fourths of a million people. Alaskans want the drilling because they know it will be done in an environmentally safe way. It will also provide jobs and education, which the Alaskan citizens want, and this is coming from the people who will be directly impacted by the drilling. Some people argue that it will hurt the wildlife in Alaska, but polar bears spend their time on the shoreline, away from where we will be drilling. Oxen and moose stay in the mountain range, away from the coastal plain. Eskimos, Alaskans, and Alaska’s Former Governor support the drilling, and they probably know what’s best for their state. If the people in Alaska support the drilling, and they know it will not badly effect their environment, it is probably a good idea to drill for oil in ANWR.


Everyone should know that America is depending on foreign oil too much. Drilling could reduce imports by $500 billion, and reduce our use of foreign oil by 10%. It is time to realize that we should tap into our own resources for a change. A U.S. Geological Survey says ANWR could have more oil than we have anywhere else in America. It is economic arrogance to say that the U.S. is so wealthy and powerful that billions of gallons of American-owned oil is not worth working for. I strongly believe that America should drill for oil in ANWR because out of many reasons, it will greatly reduce our dependence on foreign oil. 


ANWR offers many improvements in the American economy. We can either plead with the rest of the world to satisfy our needs for oil or we can help deliver it ourselves. The people who clearly care most about their local environment, such as Alaskans and Eskimos, are in favor of the drilling. Americans are over 50 percent dependent on foreign sources for our energy needs today, and that is not a good sign of the strongest nation on Earth. If our government decides to drill in ANWR, they will have probably made the greatest decision for current American economy.

